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Patty Murray of Buffalo is shown shortly after giving birth to her third child, Patrick, in March 1996, Patrick is shown below in a recent photo.

‘Surviving cancer
while pregnant

Both mother and child can successfully
overcome complications from disease

BY KATHY RICKETTS
Gazette Reporter

n a crisp fall day in November 1995, Patty

Murray of Buffalo decided to take a bath af-

ter weeding her garden. That's when she felt

a lump the size of a golf ball underneath her
arm.

“I remember [ went ashen,” recalled Murray, who
was four months pregnant with her third child. “Two
weeks earlicr, I had done a breast seli-exam and there
was no lump”

Murray's worst fears were confirmed when tests re-
vealed breast cancer.

“Quiestions race through your mind,” recalled Mur-
rary, who was then 35, with children ages 5 and 2.

“ ‘Can T keep this baby? ‘If 1 have major surgery, will
my baby be safe? and "What will happen to the baby
if 1 have chemotherapy? were just some of the things
T'was thinking."

Murray will be one of several speakers at a confer-
ence titled, “Pregnancy Complicated by Cancer”
seheduled for next spring, sponsored by the Maternal
Infant Network of the Capital Region and the Greater
Adirondack Perinatal Network.

The goal is to educate primary care providers,
‘health and human service providers or those interest-
ed about the complications associated with a cancer
diagnosis before or during pregnancy, said Deborah
Elliott, executive director of the Maternal Infant Net-
work.

“Any time you're diagnosed with cancer, it's devas-
tating,” said Elliott. “But when it's associated with a
pregnancy, it poses many other issues that make it
much more difficult to know what decisions are best
for you and for your baby,”

While cases of cancer during pregnancy are rare —
approximately one in 1,000 women — it is becoming
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Pregnancy: Cancer survivor
among conference speakers
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